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shortly pedicellate. Calyx divided down to the base into 3
narrow, acute, yellow sepals, contracted below. Corolla stipitate
with the segments imbricate, rotundate and cucullate at the
apex, thin and not strongly striate-nervose. Stamens 6, rarely
7; filaments subulate from a thickened base; anthers linear,
slightly sagittate, nearly basifixed. Rudiment of ovary consisting
of 1-3 small and short unequal points.
Female spadix like the male; bracteoles densely imbricate,
with a transverse line of tomentum half-way up the back.
Flowers very shortly pedicellate, calyx-lobes orbicular-ovate,
light green. Petals smaller than the sepals, orbicular-ovate,
concave. Staminodes 6. Ovary globose or 3-lobed; stigmas
sessile or nearly so.
Fruit more or less obliquely ovoid or oblong, irregular,
usually a little more constricted in the upper part than in the
middle and lower part, always much longer than broad, 2£-3£
inches long and l.-,-2l inches broad, more or less obtusely
triangular in transverse section, with the abortive carpels often
much developed; surface rather irregular and usually very
distinctly punctate-impressed. Sarcocarp rather strongly im-
pregnated with sugar; wall of endocarp jVs inch thick on one
side, on the other (which corresponds to an obtuse longitudinal
keel) /j-i inch, not thicker below than on the sides and not
incurved at the apex of the seed; fulcrum of seed much depressed
and little developed. Seed more or less ovate-conical and
flattened at the base, always much attenuate above and,
tnerefore, more or less pyriform, almost circular in transverse
section, 1|-1? inch long, l/^-l^ inch broad.
The fruit varies a good deal by being more or less attenuate
above. A longitudinal section of the fruit of H. thebaica and
H, indica is given on page 930 of Vol. XVIII of the Journ. of
the Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc. illustrating a short note on 'The Indian
Doum' by I. H. Burkill.
habitat.—Along the valley of the Nile in Middle and Upper
Egypt; Shaikh Othman near Aden.
history of the doum palm.—Eighteen eentxtries already
before Christ we find the Doum Palm in the middle course of
the Nile. Anna, an officer of Thutmes I, (18th dynasty),
superintendent of the granaries of Am on and director of the
royal works, enumerates with great complacency on the inscription

